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ABSTRACT

Kinship Politics and Social Capital

  -Comparative Analysis of Two Women Presidents in the Philippines-

                                                        Kang, Kyung Lan

                                                     Dept. of Area Studies

                                                     The Graduate School

                                                        Yonsei University

    The Philippines has been recorded to have two women presidents in 15 

years through People Power Revolutions. What made Filippinas so active 

particularly in politics? Above all, most of women politicians come from 

well-known political families or are closely related with political celebrities. 

Hence, Kinship relation is the most important social background in the 

Philippines that explains the political sucess of women. Several scholars 

have tried to analyze the political features of Philippine based on 

patron-client relationship, political machine and kinship relations. However, 

these theories hardly explain why kinship politics is still dominant in the 

Philippines after all the drastic social revolutions such as People Power I 

and II. Even though media is highly liberal enough to criticize the 

government and NGOs are active in the Philippines, kinship politics 

becomes stronger. That is, Kinship in the Philippines has been criticized 

since it has been considered equivalently as an amoral familism and a 

corrupted cronyism. Given this negative perception of kinship, why does 

the kinship politics system last so far and become and effective tool for 
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politicians?  

  This study is a qualitative research that deals with the issue of kinship 

politics in the Philippines particularly on the women presidents, namely, 

Corazon Aquino and Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. Based on data and 

information collected from personal observations and interviews with local 

politicains in the Philippines and in Singapore. Based on a qualitative 

research, Social capital theory offers a better understanding to evaluate 

Filipino politics that coexists with traditional kinship values and Western 

system. 

   'Social capital', has been proposed as an investment and resources in 

social relations with an expected return in the marketplace, is defined as 

the resources embedded in a social structure that are accessed and 

mobilized in purposive actions. Therefore, this research suggests 'kinship 

relation' as a social capital in the Philippines. Kinship members share 

'norms' and 'reciprocity' to obey the kinship value system, create 'trust' 

between them and finally can enjoy the benefits being a member of a 

certain kinship. 

   In conclusion, there are two types of social capitals from kinship 

network in the Philippines. One is 'kinship network' and another is 

'reputation' between patrons and clients. These two social capitals helped 

two women politicians to ouster the former leaders during People power I 

and II. This research therefore, poses a kind of challenge to see the 

Philippine society from a perspective different from the view we get used 

to.
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