
- 252 -

ABSTRACT

Voter's Social Capital and Regionalistic Voting

in Korea

- An Empirical Study on two Districts 

in the 2004(17th) Parliamentary Election

                                                       Cheong, Byeong-Eun

                                                       Dept. of Sociology

                                                       The Graduate School

                                                       Yonsei University

    The purpose of this study is to investigate and explain the structural 

characteristics of regionalistic voting which has been extraordinary tendency in 

Korean election by the conceptual and theoretical arguments on social capital. 

That is, how are the politically relevant social networks are operating, what 

are their effects, and what political implications are produced?

    I argue that not only personal demographic and socio-economic attributes 

but also voter's social capital are important to determine voting behavior and 

voting turnout. Social group basis which is shaped on personal attributes is 

primary important in determining political preference and vote choice. This is 

reinforced or transmitted through interpersonal contacts and frequent 

communications. 

    Two districts from Seoul area are selected to represent a region in which 



- 253 -

the typical Korean voting behavior is observed, and 600 voters are interviewed 

to be analyzed quantitatively. The survey data are collected based on the panel 

study method in pre-election and post-election.  

    Findings are supportive to the theoretical arguments presented. Social 

capital-related factors which are founded to be important in determining 

voter's decisions to vote for whom and/or which party are political 

homogeneity and total quantity. Then Politically homogeneous networks are 

contribute for partisanship and group assimilation pressure, and give various 

opportunities to talk about political issues. As the reservoir of trust has been 

built up, voter's decision can be made easily and stably persistent.

    Another important finding is that the regionalistic propensity of voter is 

produced and reproduced through the political socialization process occurred in 

family. Family, as a social group shapes a very definite political environment 

and encourage all members to vote in the same way.

    Based on these findings, it can be concluded that the regionalism founded 

in Korean elections produces region-based party identification, reinforce stable 

front by two party system. Regionalism can contributes to reducing time and 

efforts to make decision, and encouraging vote participation
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