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ABSTRACT

Study on the Trait of Koreaa Civil-Military Relations
- With the Emphasis on the First Republic

Kim In-Soo

Dept. of Sociology
The Graduate Shool
Yonsei University

It is believed that military intervention should not be alowed. But, the military
was a device of governance in al over the premodern societies. What made our
attitude be changed? If we have not experienced this change, Why the military
should not intervene in the palitics?

In the Korean traditional Society, The ruler controled the military by weakening
their capabilities. Military officers could not be appointed for the commander but
also they should serve his ruler only as an assistant. Consequently, The military
could not help being subordinated to ruler. On the other hand, in the western
society military function was fostered as an independent function separated with
politics. The role of the military was limited to a response against military threat
from the outside.

Most of studies on the Korean Civil-Military relations have focused on the
reason why the military intervene the politics. And they insisted that the
Korean military didn't have strong will to keep political neutralization so they
intervened palitics. But, although these arguments are based on the
presumption that the military function was separated from political function,
they could not show us the proof that there was the independent military in
the Korean society.

The first aim of this dissertation is to point out the importance of
governance structure for the analysis related to Civil-Military relations. The
Governance structure prescribe the relation between ruler and the military.
Because the western and asian society couldn't have the same governance
structure, Different types of Civil-Military relations have been developed.
Consequently, the trait of Korean Civil-Military relations can't help being

- 81 -



similar with not western Civil-military relations but chinese Civil-military
relations.

During the first republic, The president, bureau and the police combined
with patron-client relations by exchanging protection of vested interests with
political support. It resulted in governance structure ruled by only one man.
Under such an structure the president kept the control against the military
through political manipulation and watch. Consequently, a little of Generals
devoted himself for the president as a means of governance and it made the
military the object of political mobilization.

The military intervention to the domain of politics was only a means to
keep close relations with the president. So although the president depended
much on the military, the military couldn't affect the president's decision. But,
whenever the president's ruling capability over society, the military could
reject private loyalty to the president. It resulted in collapse of the first
republic.

The military elite is not the subject who are wholly separated from the
structural features of society. Because the structural features of Korean
premodern society still affect the individual actions in the modern society, the
Korean Civil-military relations could not be analysed with theories confirmed
in the western society. So the trait of Korean Civil-military relations can be
understood more clearly not by political attitude of the military but by
structural feature of the Korean society.

Key Word : Patrimonialism, Civil-military relations, The First Republic,
Political Intervention, New Professionalism, Old Professionalism, Patron-Client
Relations. Political Culture.



