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ek (ekr}~14], 2001).

AtElAtE Jide 2 MFME sh=el A EH 119



. =7t EMS 218 AlEARE 7HEe] 7+

i

7150 ARS| ARl e o= ARSI RHE S of 2] THA| A Q4
S WdshaA 2 9 40E 3] w=EF] A deix= *LEHX—LO—E
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[Abstract]
A Re-interpretation of Korean Economic Development
through Social Capital:
the Interplay of Strong State and Strong Society

Lew, Seok-Choon. Yonsei University
Wang, Hye Suf. Yonsei University

This article attempts to distill a coherent framework for incorporating
the concept of social capital into the development studies on Korean
case, focused on “generalized reciprocity.” The norm of generalized
reciprocity enables the community to retain its strong internal integrity.
Further, it offers the intra-community mechanism of economic production
and redistribution that solves the problem of free-riding and facilitates
collective action for the production of public goods. In the process of
Korean economic development, the norm of generalized reciprocity was
internalized and saturated in both micro (families, villages, and enterprises)
and macro (state bureaucrats) level. This explains why Korean
developmental state was able to ensure its strong autonomy to facilitate
and govern competition among vatious groups in the social sector into
economic advancement. At the same time the strong and revitalized social
capital in the social sector prevented the state from degenerating into
rogue state or predatory state. These two mechanisms, embedded in each
other, generated the synergy which is the critical conditions for economic
development. In sum, The economic development in recent periods in
Korea can be a result of mutual embeddedness between redistribution

mechanism of strong state and generalized teciprocity mechanism of strong
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society.

Key Words: social capital, generalized reciprocity, integration,

redistribution, organizational integrity, synergy
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